
EL  ADIÓS



LOGLINE

A Bolivian maid attempts to honor her late mistress’s last wishes.

SYNOPSIS

 
Rosana, a Bolivian Maid, has worked for Angela, the elder matriarch of the Vidal family 
for the last ten years. On the day of the funeral of her beloved Angela, Rosana is not 
allowed to grieve with the rest of the family. On the contrary: she is forced to work. El 
Adiós is an intimate story about how emotional bonds supersede social conventions, 
racial labels or family regimes.
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DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT

El Adiós is a film about how emotional bonds supersede social conventions, racial labels 
or family regimes. The story is built around Rosana’s character with the aim of portraying 
the invisibility of certain gestures, certain feminine faces, and certain farewells.  

The story is conceived more as a portrait of manners than a classical drama. And as 
such, it intends to focus on the thickness of the daily rhythms, the importance of the little 
actions of the protagonist performing the same invisible rituals she has performed every 
day. In other words: the story is not centered on a specific gesture that changes things, 
instead, the change happens because of an accumulation of little gestures. But this time 
something stands between Rosana and her daily business: her grieving for the death of 
Angela, the woman she took care of for more than 10 years. 

The characters of El Adiós gravitate around Angela ‘s death and the funeral rituals, 
which give a certain weight to the story. The visual treatment of the story is tinged with 
the contained attitude and the sobriety of the family: there’s no crying, no crumbling, 
feelings don’t circulate, hidden under a veneer of propriety and elegance. Through the 
visual language I wanted to enhance this sense of stillness and sobriety. We worked with 
the blocking of the actors within the shot through long shots and choreographed move-
ments, inspired by references such as Cries and Whispers by Ingmar Bergman and Carl 
Theodor Dreyer’s Ordet. 

El Adiós is not just the story of Rosana, but of many other women forced to leave their 
own families and their own sick mothers to care for others. We live in a time of changes 
in which the polarization of social classes and the difficulty of escaping the fate of the 
conditions that are given to us from birth is constantly criticized. And I think it’s necessary 
to speak of the persistence of certain rites of class, of certain forms of dehumanization 
in dealing with the subordinates. 



DIRECTOR’S BIO

Clara Roquet is a writer and director from Spain, and a current student of the Film MFA 
at Columbia University. She is the co-writer of the feature film 10.000KM (2014) recently 
released in the USA after a successful run at major international festivals. El Adiós is her 
directorial debut. 
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PRODUCTION COMPANY

LASTOR MEDIA is a Barcelona-based production company that is bringing a new per-
spective on production in Spain and a fresh voice to its film industry. 
Headed by veteran producer Tono Folguera—whose prior credits include the Os-
car-nominated “Balseros” and such Spanish Film Academy Goya Award winners as the 
documentaries “Bicicleta, Cuchara, Manzana” and “Bucarest, La Memoria Perdida”, the 
animated feature “Wrinkles”, and feature film “Vida y Color”—, the company is rounded 
out by writer/exec producer Danielle Schleif, whose credits while at HBO include such 
Oscar nominees and Sundance winners as documentaries “Spellbound” and “Twist of 
Faith”; and Sergi Moreno, executive producer of “Caracremada” and “10.000 KM”. 
Lastor Media strives to scout and create fiction and non-fiction stories that speak to the 
audience through innovative storytelling and filmmaking with a unique vision while bring-
ing solid, internationallytested experience in production and development to the table.

FICTION
- 10.000KM (feature film), Carlos Marques-Marcet
- 13 days of October (TVmovie) , Carlos Marques-Marcet
- Agatha’s friends (feature film), Laia Alabart, Alba Cros, Laura Rius & Marta Verheyen

DOCUMENTARY
- The Substance (feature film),Lluís Galter. In production
- Ajoblanco, chronique in red and black (tv documentary), David Fernández de Castro
- Bajarí, gipsy Barcelona (feature film), Eva Vila
- Serrat y Sabina, el símbolo y el cuate (feature film), Francesc Relea
- Between heaven and earth, battle for the wetlands (tv documentary), David Fernández 
de Castro
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